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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
TYDFIL  HOUSE, 

PENTRE,  RHONDDA. 

loth  March,  1958. 

To  the  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS 
OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  RHONDDA. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  the  privilege  to ■ submit  for  your  consideration 
my  Annual  Report  for  1956. 

During  the  year  the  routine  work  of  the  department 
was  greatly  facilitated  by  the  interest  of  members  and  the 
co-operation  of  other  chief  officers  of  the  Council.  The 
staff  of  my  own  department  continued  to  give  me  their  most 
loyal  support  and  assistance  during  the  year. 


Yours  sincerely, 

/]. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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BOROUGH  OF  RHONDDA. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR  THE  YEAR  1936 


Area  • • • • • • • • • • • • * * • * * * * * ‘ 

Population  (Census  1951)  

Population  (Estimated  at  Midsummer  1956)  ... 

Population  (Estimated  at  Midsummer  1955)  ... 

Estimated  drop  in  population  1955  “ 56 


23,886  acres 

111,389 

107,400 

108,210 

810 


Estimated  number  of  inhabited  houses 


28,652 


Live  Births  (Registered) 

Total  . . . 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Tot 


Males 

FemaJ.es 

Total 

778 

...  746  ... 

1,524 

751 

728  ... 

1,479 

27 

18  ... 

45 

. Live 

births  notified  - 

1,555 

Still-Births  (Registered) 

Total  ...  52  ... 

Legitimate  31 

Illegitimate  1 .»• 

Maternal  Deaths  - 

Deaths  associated  with  pregnancy  ... 


22  . . . 

22 

0 


1 . . . 


54 


Rate 

per  1,000 
population 


14.2 


Rate  per  1.000 

live  and  still 

births. 

34.2 


Rate  per  1,000 

total  births. 

0^6. 


Males  Females  lo'^al 


Deaths  (Registrar-General's  Return) 

S.D.30 


830 


616  1,446 


Rat  e 

per  1,000 
population 

13.5 


Deaths  (Registered  in  District) 


827  611 


Deaths  under  1 year  (S,D.30A) 
Total  ... 
Legitimate  . 

Illegitimate  . 


27  18 

26  18 

1 0 


Deaths  from  special  causes 

Measles  ...  •••  •••  *•• 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  « • . • • • 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2 years) 
Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ...  . . . 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  . • * * • ♦ 


1,438 

Rate  per  1,000. 

live  births. 

45 

44 

29.5 

1 

Rate  ner  1,000 

No. 

population. 

- 

- 

6 

0.06 

34 

0.32 

2 

0.02 

215 

2.00 

s"&  C T I 0 N I. 


■QE-NEHAL  xlND  VITAL  ST.-iTISTICS 


i' ' 
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POPULATION. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  mid-year  population  of 
the  Borough  in  1956  showed  a decrease  of  8l0  over  that  for  the  previous 
year  though  the  number  of  births  exceeded  the  deaths  by  117* 

It  is  obvious  from  the  foregoing  that  an  appreciable  number  of 
the  population  continuesto  migrate  from  the  area. 

The  gross  loss  in  population  from  the  district  since  1930  is 
shown  in  the  following  tablei- 


TABLE 


I. 


Year 


1930 

1935 

1940 

1945 

1950 

1955 


1956 


Registrar-General’ s 
Estimate  of 
mid-year  Population 


14? , 000 
134,600 
117,900 
ll6,480 
112,300 
108,210 


107,400 


Total 

Deaths 

! i 

1 Total  j 

j Births 

1 ! 

Natural 

Increase 

or 

Decrease 

1,740 

, i 

1 2.5't5  1 

+ 805 

1,694 

i 2,193  , 

‘ + 499 

1,727 

i 1,934  i 

j + 207 

1,547 

2,019  i 

! + 472 

1 

1,654 

i 1,759  ! 

i + 105 

1,582 

1 

i - 81  __ 

1,438 

1 1,555 

1 + 117 

Registrar-General's  estimates  of  mid-year  population  at 

stated  years  together  with  total  registered  births  and  deaths. 


By  abstraction  from  the  Census  returns  for  1921,  1931  and  1951, 
it  has  been  possible  to  follow  the  reduction  in  numbers  of  certain  cohort 
groups  over  this  same  period.  Figure  I shows  the  trends  for  males  ad 
females  separately.  (The  original  material  will  be  found  in  Tables  I, 

IIA  and  IIB  of  the  Appendix). 

An  obvious  question  that  arises  from  this  demonstration  of 
population  decimation  is  whether  the  "lost  population"  represented  e 
fit  and  healthy  whilst  the  resident  population  remained  as  an  adversely 

selected  group. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  whilst  the  numbers  born  in  the 
selected  periods  as  a whole  showed  an  apparently  f^rly  steady  drop  over 
the  neriod  1921  - 51,  the  numbers  of  females  born  in  the  periods  19  7 " 
and  1912  - l6  had  been  reduced  by  45%  and  47%,  respectively , between  t e 
census  enumeration  at  1921  and  1931* 
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BIfiTHS. 


1,52^  live  births  were  registered  in  the  Borough  during  1956 
giving  a birth  rate  of  l4.2  per  1,000. 


The  distribution  of  these  births  by  sex  and  legitimacy  is 
shown  in  Table  II. 


TABLE  II. 


Registered 

Live  Births 

Males 

j Females 

i 

1 

1 

j 

i 

1 

Total 

Total 

• 

778 

1 7^6 

1 

1 

1 

1,52^ 

Legitimate 

751 

! 728 

1 

1 

i 

1,479 

Illegitimate 

27 

1 18  ■ 

- ■ 1 
J 

L 

45 

The  total  live  births  notified  during  1956  was  1,555« 


It  will  be  appreciated  from  the  foregoing  that  3 in  every 
100  live  births  were  illegitimate. 

The  still-birth  rate  for  the  year  was  3^»2  per  1,000  live 
and  still-births.  The  number  of  still-births  which  occurred  was  5^* 

During  the  year,  ^5  infants  died  under  one  year  of  age. 
Their  distribution  by  cause  of  death  and  age  is  shown  in  Table  III. 

TABLE  III.  ’ ‘ , 


Short  classification  of  deaths  under  one  year  by  cause  and  age. 


1 — - . 

Cause  of  death. 

W e 

e k s. 

M 0 

■ n t 

h s. 

Total 

0 - 

1-4 

1 - 

3 - 

6 - 

9-1  yr. 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 

4 

2 

3 

1 

l4 

Other  Respiratory  Defects 

5 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Prematurity  ...  ... 

4 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 5 

Congenital  Defects  ... 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

4 

Others  ...  ...  . . 

6 

2 

4 

1 

All  causes 

■■■■■  , , , 1 

20 

— 

6 

6 

9 

■ 2 

2 

45 
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DEATHS . 


Table  TV  gives  the  distribution  of  deaths  during  the  year  by 
cause  and  age,  together  with  a gross  division  by  sex. 


TABLE  IV. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Deaths 
whole  Dis 

in  or  belonging  to  the 
trict  at  subjoined  ages. 

All 

Ages 

Un- 

der 

1 

1 

and 

un- 

der 

2 

and 

un- 

der 

5 I 

and  1 
un- 
der 

15 

and 

un- 

der 

25 

and 

un- 

der 

^5, 

and 

un- 

der 

65 

and 

un- 

der 

75 

and 

up- 

ward 

yr. 

2. 

5. 

15. 

25. 

45. 

65. 

75. 

Cols.  - - 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

' (Certified 

1438 

45 

3 

4 

6 

5 

75 

373 

445 

48^ 

All  Causes  , , (oncertified 

— 

M. 

F. 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

24 

10 

34 

- 

- 

- 

1 

11 

- 18 

3 

3 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

1 

2 

3 

- 

- 

1 

- 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  ... 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

4.  Diphtheria  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• 

•• 

* 

5.  Whooping  Cough  

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

• 

6.  Meningococcal  Infection 

- 

— 

— 

— 

* 

“ 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

- 

- 

- 

* 

— 

•• 

* 

8*  Mscislos  to*  •••  ••• 

9.  Other  infective  and 

parasitic  diseases 

2 

1 

3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

] 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm  - stomach 

44 

21 

65 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

23 

26 

1^ 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm  - lung  or 

bronchus  ...  ... 

28 

1 

29 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

20 

8 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm  - breast 

- 

18 

18 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

8 

3 

L 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm  - uterus 

- 

13 

13 

- 

— 

— 

— 

2 

5 

5 

l4.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasms  ...  ... 

58. 

32 

90 

- 

- 

1 

2 

33. 

31 

15.  Leukaemia,,  aleukaemia  ... 

3 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

16  • ©tos  •••  •••  __••• 

- 

, 4_. 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

• 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

1 

system  ...  ...  ... 

...96, 

Ill 

207 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

35 

73 

91 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

118 

57 

175 

- 

- 

- 

- 

» - 

i 

6 

59 

64 

4( 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart 

diLs0cis0  •••  •••  ••• 

13 

7 

20 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

4 

10 

20.  other  heart  disease  ... 

91 

121 

,-212 

- 

- 

- 

1 

10 

46 

63 

’ c 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

34 

48 

102 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

17 

28 

5^ 

22.  Influenza  ’ ... 

2 

2 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

2 

] 

23.  Pneumonia  ...  ...  .•* 

31 

17 

48 

11 

- 

- 

- 

1 - 

2 

6 

14 

: 

24.  Bronchitis  ...  ...  ... 

84 

24 

108 

1 

- 

i 

- 

- 

2 

36 

43 

i 2( 

t 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

1 

j , 

sy  st  0111  •••  •••  ••• 

45 

2 

47 

- 

- 

i - 

7 

- 

- 

4 

19 

16 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  du^odenum 

4 

2 

j 

i 6 

i 

\ 

] 

I 

J 

i 

2 

1 

j 

2 

[ 

Continued 
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Continued 


Cols.  1 

2 

3 

— 

4 

5 

6 

7 

r""’ 

8 

9 

10 

. 11 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and 

M. 

F. 

diarrhoea  

3 

2 

7 

1 

1. 

•• 

1 

2 

2 

1 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

9 

10 

19 

-i 

— 

4 

3 

5 

7 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

10- 

- 

10 

- 

— 

1 

3 

5 

50.  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and 

/ 

abortion  

- 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

51.  Congenital  malformations 

3 

8 

11 

8 

,1. 

_ 

1 

2 

52A.  Rheumatic  fever  

1 

3 

4 

1 

1 

2 

52B.  Pernicious  anaemia 

4 

4 

— 

_ 

1 

2 

1 

52c.  Convulsions  ' "...  ... 

1 

— 

1 

1 

_ 

52.D.  Old  age  

30 

35 

65 

_ 

1 

9 

55 

52E.  Other  defined  and  ill- 

defined  diseases 

4l 

33 

74 

23 

1 

2 

1 

3 

14 

17 

13 

53*  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

6 

3 

9 

3 

2 

2 

2 

Road  (other  than  motor) 

accidents  

* 

_ 

54b.  Collibry  accidents  ... 

4 

- 

4 

2 

2 

)4C.  .All  other  accidents  ... 

11 

17 

28 

1 

4 

8 

3 

12 

?5.  Suicide  

7 

2 

9 

— 

1 

6 

2 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

RHONDDA 

827I611 

I 

1438 

45 

3 

4 

6 

5 

75 

445! 

482 

Nuii.ber  of  deaths  registered  in  Rhondda  in  1956 

Nunber  of  deaths  registered  of  persons  normally 
resident  outside  Rhondda  

Rumber_  of  deaths  of  Rhondda  residents  that 

occurred  outside  the  district  

Actual  number  of  registered  deaths  allocated 
to  the  district  ... 


1,198 

6l 

301 

1,^38 


Crude  death-rate  for  Ehondda I3A  per  1,000  population 


Crude  death-rate  for 

County  of  Glamorgan 


• ••  12.27  per  1,000  population 


18 


Table  V shows  these  deaths  classified  into  a short  list 
by  cause  and  arranged  according  to  the  frequency  of  their  occurrence. 

I ■■  ; ■ TABLE  V. 


Cause  of  death 

Males 

— 

Females 

Total 

1 

Diseases  of  the  Cardio  Vascular  System 

376 

351 

727 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System 
(including  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

l86 

35 

241 

Malignant  Disease  

130'  ■■ 

85 

215 

0 X d 6 •••  •••  ••• 

30 

33 

65 

AccxX0n.X£  «•»  •••  •••  ••• 

21 

20 

41 

Diseases  of  the  Urogenital  System 

19 

10 

29 

Diseases  of  the  Alimentary  Canal  ... 

9 

13 

•••  •••  ••• 

7 

2 

9 

Other  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ... 

■ 

49 

, 

49 

98 

TOTAL  DEATHS 

827  : 
! 

611 

1,438 
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SECTION  II 


SANITARY  C IRCUMSTANCES . 


WATER . 

The  district  derives  the  major  part  of  its  water  supply  from 
two  main  sources.  The  Borough  Council  Supply  serves  the  upper  and 
middle  portion  of  the  Rhondda  Fawr,  iivith  the  exception  of  the  greater 
portion  of  Cv/mparc.  The  Joint  Water  Board  supply  the  rest  of  the 
district  with  the  exception  of  small  groups  of  houses_at  Pontygwaith, 
Ynyshir  and  Penrhiv;fer. 

The  Borough  Vifater  Engineer  has  provided  the  details  in  the 
following  Table  VI  regarding  water  consumption  in  the  area  supplied 
by  the  Council  services:- 


TABLE  VI 


Average  daily  consumption  of  vfater 
in  the  Council’s  area  of  supply.. 


(a)  For  trade  purposes  ... 

(b)  For  domestic  purposes  ... 

(c) -  As  compensation  vyater  ... 

(d)  To  Neath  R.D.C.  (Bulk)  ... 


215.000  galls, 

2,160,000  " 

180.000  " 

57,000  " 


2,612,000 


Number  of  new  services  installed 
during  the  year,  giving  the  number  and 
situation  of  any  groups  of  houses  connected,., _ 

(a)  Cast let on  Avenue,  Treherbert.  ...  6 

(b)  Bodringallt  Housing  Site,  Ystrad  ..  24 

The  bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  of  the  39 
samples  of  water  obtained  from  the  intakes  to  the  Council's  Supply 
were  reported  upon  as  being  satisfactory. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  public  sewers  in  the  district  were  maintained  in  a 
satisfactory  condition  under  the . supervision  of  Mr.  A.  H.  Gillard, 
the  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 


During  the  year,  21^  defective  sewers,  formerly  known  as 
combined  drains,  serving  1,049-^0^1-56  3,  w«re  referred  to  Mr.  Gillard 
for  attention  and,  in  70  other  instances  involving  372  houses,  the 
reference  to  the  Surveyor  was  after  the  service  of  statutory  notices 
on  the  owners,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  24  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

In  addition,  262  houses  served  by  single  drains,  were  referred 
to  the  Surveyor  as  a result  of .written  authorisations  from  the  owners. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  number  of  houses  in  the  district  unconnected  with  the 
sewerage  system  at  the  end  of  the  year  amounted  to  89?  the  majority 
of  these  houses  are  farmhouses,  or  cottages  v/hich  are  on  isolated 
sites  on  the  hillsides,  or  houses  situated  in  such  positions  that 
connection  with  the  nearest  sewers  is  not  possible. 

The  appended  Table  VII  which  is  compiled  from  the 
reports  submitted  by  the  public  health  inspectors,  indicates  the^ 
extent  and  character  of  the  means  of  excrement  disposal  in  the  district 
at  the  end  of  1956:- 


TABLE  VII. 


No. 

of 

No. 

of 

No. 

of 

No  . 

of 

No. 

of 

privies  with  fixed  receptacles  (middens,  etc.)  40 

privies  with  movable  receptacles  ...  ...  15 

water  closets  (freshwater,  cistern  flushed)  26,594 
water  closets  (waste  v^ater)  ...  ...  ... 

water  closets  (hand  flushed)  ...  ...  ...  2,003 


During  the  year  two  houses  with  hand  flushed  closets  were 
provided  with  flushing  cisterns. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  scavenging  of  the  whole  district,  with  the  exception 
of  the  portion  of  Gilfach  Goch  which  is  within  the  area,  was  under- 
taken by  the  Council  by  direct  labour  under  the  supervision  of 
Mr.  A.  H.  Gillard,  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

During  the  year,  the  total  cost  of  the  collection  of  refuse 
and  its  cartage  to  the  refuse  destructor  at  Dinas  or  to  the  tips 
amounted  to  £60,735i  equivalent  to  £2.2s.434d  per  house. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AHEA , 1936. 


The  sanitary  inspection  of  the  area  was  carried  out  by  nine 
public  health  inspectors  under  the  supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  the  following  Table  is  a summary  of  the  information  relating  to 
the  work  done  during  the  course  of  the  year:- 


TABLS  VIII. 

Inspections  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  ...  2,000 

Inspections  of  houses  served  by  defective  se'vi/ers 

(formerly  combined  drains)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,592 

Cases  of  Infectious  diseases  investigated  ...  ...  ...  126 

Re-visits  to  infected  houses,  including  Disinfections  ...  135 

Visits  to:- 

Unabated  Nuisances  and  Unremedied  Defects  ...  ...  6,961 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  3^1 

Slaughterhouses  ...  .i.  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 122 

Bakehouses  ■ ; . . . 19^ 

Common  Lodging-Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Ice-Cream  Vendors  108 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Factories  and  Workshops  ...  w . . * . ...  ...  665 

New  Buildings  (Drains  of ) , . . ...  1 

Scavenging  Depots  ...  77 

Re  Waste  Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  151 

Back  Lanes  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 883 

. Piggeries  ...  55 

Applicants  for  Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  . . 951 

Re  Improvement  Grants  ...  257 

Interviews  ...  ...  3,06l 

Overcrowding  Surveys  8 


Total  Inspections  and  Re-inspections 


17.749 
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House  Inspection: - 

Preliminary  Notices  served 
Statutory  Notices  served 
Work  done  without  Notice 


1,512^ 

1,014 

217 


Notices  complied  with:- 

Pf  eliminary  ' . ■ ' 496 

Statutory  4«*  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  708 

New  Buildings  certified  149 


Drain  connections : - 

No,  of  connections  made  

No.  of  houses  connected 

Total  houses  connected  to  31st  December,  1956  ... 

Total  houses  unconnected  to  31st  December,  1956 


40 

149 

28,558 

89 


Meat  destroyed  5»658  lbs. 

Meat  offal. destroyed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27,912  lbs. 

Other  foods  destroyed  . ...  ...  11,198  lbs. 


There  were  1,512  informal  notices- and  1,014  statutory  notices 
served  in  the.  course  of  the  year  in  respect  of  nuisances,  housing  defects 
and  other  contraventions  of  byelaws,  and  during  the  same  period  nuisances 
were  abated  or  repairs  effected  in  217  instances  without  the  service  of 
notices,  whilst  496  informal  notices  and  670  statutory  notices  were  com- 
plied with.  The  local  authority  carried  out  work  at  38  houses  in  default 
of  owners  served  with  statutory  notices.  These  figures  include  the  work 
shown  in  the  table  on  housing  statistics.  ' ^ 
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PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY 

BYELAVJS,  REGULATIONS  OR  ORDERS. 

The  number  of  premises  and  occupations  subject  to  control 
by  byelaws,  regulations  or  orders  in  the  district  was  127  as  indicated 
in  the  subjoined  table.  The  table  excludes  dairies  on  farms  which  are 
now  under  the  supervision  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food:- 

TABLE  IX . 


Description 

Sanitary  Districts 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

1 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Bakehouses  

3 

5 

1 

3 

4 

3 

3 

3 

5 

32 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 

l6 

2 

6 

8 

4 

7 

6 

27 

9 

85 

Common  Lodging  House 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Slaughterhouses  ... 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Offensive  Trades  ... 

A * » 

- 

3 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

6 

22 

8 

12 

11 

i 

8 

13 

9 

30 

14 

127 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 


There  is  only  one  common  lodging  house  in  the  district, 
namely,  that  situated  at  No.  126,  William  Street,  Ystrad,  which  has 
accommodation  for  ten  persons. 

The  district  public  health  inspector  made  four  visits  to 
the  house,  and  the  premises  vjere  found  to  be  conducted  satisfactorily. 


SHOPS . 


1956:- 


Table  X gives  certain  details  of  Shops  and  employees  for 


TABLE 


X. 


Number  of  Shops  in  the  District  in  1955 

New  Shops  established  in  1956  ...  ... 

Shops  removed  from  the  Register  in  1956 

Net  decrease  in  Shops  in  1956  

Number  of  Shops  in  district  in  1956  . . . 

Number  of  Shops  subject  to  a local  Closing  Order 

Number  of  Shops  in  which  Assistants  are  employed 

Number  of  Shops  exempted  from  ViJeekly  Half-Holiday  Order  . 

Number  of  Shops  exempted  from  Weekly  Half-Holiday  Order  and  in 
which  Assistants  are  employed  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  Assistants  in  Exempted  Shops  ...  ...  ...  . . 


Number  of  Shops  and  other  premises  or  businesses"  in  which  Young 
Persons  are  employed  other  than  as  Shop  Assistants  . . 

Number  of  Young  Persons  employed  other  than  as  Shop  Assistants 

Legal  Proceedings  taken  under  Shops  Acts  during  1956  


1,773 

35 

82 

47 

1,726 

965 

736 

7.61 

237 

397 

53 

107 


The  detailed  administration  of  the  Shops  Acts  was  continued 
by  two  shops  inspectors,  who  are  also  appointed  as  part-time  public 
health  inspectors  in  accordance  ivith  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside 
London)  Regulations,  1935,  and  1951* 


The  inspectors  rendered  occasional  assistance  in  the  general 
duties  of  the  public  health  inspectors  and,  more  frequently,  assisted 
with  the  inspection  of  meat  at  the  slaughterhouses. 

The  following  summary  provides  information  as  to  the  main 
activities  of  the  two  inspectors  during  the  year:- 


Observation  Duty  - number  of  hours 


Visits  to  Shops  - 

Primary,  routine  inspections  ...  ...  . . 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Regarding  hours  of  employment,  meal-times,  etc 

For  de-registration  ...  ... 

Unsound  Food  . • » • • * • " • * • * 

Other  Visits  ...  ...  • • • 

Number  of  Warnings  given  

Sampling  action  (Food  and  Drugs  Act).  No.  of  hours 

Slaughterhouse,  Meat  Inspection.  No.  of  hours 


289 


57 

2,660 

32 

64 

20 

363 

6 

486 

80 
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Details  are  given  in  the  appended  table  regarding  the  defects 
discovered  in  shops  during  the  year:- 

TABLE  XI . 


Nature  of  Defect 

Number  of 

Discovered 

I during 

1956 

Defects 

Remedied 

during 

1956 

Failure  to  provide  and  maintain 

suitable  and  sufficient  - 

Means  of  Ventilation  ... 

Means  of  providing  a 

reasonable  temperature 

2 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences  - 

Not  provided 

1 

- 

Not  maintained 

1 

1 

Means  of  lighting 

- 

Washing  facilities 

1 

1 

Facilities  for  taking  meals 

- 

- 

Total  number  of  defects  . . ... 

1 

Number  of  Shops  involved  . , , 

» 

■ 5 

4 

2 

Three  applications  were  received  by  the  Council  for  certificates 
under  Section  3o  (6)  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  giving  exemption  from  the 
obligation  to  provide  and  maintain  suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary  con- 
veniences for  the  use  of  persons  employed  in  or  about  a shop  and  exemption 
was  granted  in  each  instance. 

The  Shops  Inspectors  did  not  report  any  case  during  the  year  in 
respect  of  v;hich  it  was  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  for  any 
infringement  of  the.  Shops  Acts  and  the  Closing  Orders  made  thereunder. 


26 


FACTORIES . 


The  total  number  of  premises  in  the  district  affected  by 
the  Factories  Act,  1937 j is  652,  made  up  in  Table  XII. 


TABLE  XII. 


Total 

Without 

Mechanical 

Power 

With 

Mechanical 

Power 

Factories 

527 

170 

357 

Bakehouses 

32 

1 

31 

Building  Operations 

4 

4 

Electrical  Stations. 

■'  12 

- 

12 

Outworkers 

77 

77 

.652 

248 

4o4 

The  public  health  inspectors  paid  19^  visits  to  bakehouses 
and  665  visits  to  other  premises  embraced  by  the  Act,  during  the 
course  of  the  year. 

The  appended  tables  provide  information  relating  to 
the  trades__carried  on  at  the  premises  to  which  the  above-mentioned 
Act  applies,  the  inspections  made  during  the  year  and  the  results 
of  action  taken  in  connection  therewith. 


TABLE  XIII. 

1.  Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as.  to  health. 


Number 

Number 

of 

of  ; 

Premises 

Inspec- 

tions 

Vi/ritt  en 

Notices 

Oc  cupiers 
Prosecuted 

Factories  without 
mechanical  power 

■ 170 

124 

Factories  with  mechanical 
power  ...  ...  ... 

357 

541 

_ 

Bakehouses  without 
mechanical  power 

1 

. 

5 

Bakehouses  with  mechanical 
power  • • • _ • • • • • • 

■ 

31 

I89 

Other  premises  (excluding 
outworkers'  premises)  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  Local  Authority 

16 

- 

- 

- 

Totals  ... 

575 

859 

- 

- 
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2„  Defects  found 


TABLE  XIV. 


Number  of  Defects 


I No . of  defects 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.  M. 
Inspector 

in  respeci  01 
which  prose- 
cutions  were 
instituted 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 
(a)  Insufficient 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

1 

- 

Other  offences  - 

Inadequate  fire-escape 

- 

- 

1 

- -1 

1 





- 

3.  Outwork 

TABLE  XV . 


Nature  of  1/Vork 

Class 

No . of 
Out-Workers 
(August ) 

No.  of  instances 
of  v^ork  in 
unwholesome 
premises . 

Making  wearing  apparel 

1 

- 

Making  or  filling 

casques,  crackers,  etc. 

29 

6 

— 

Weaving  of  textile  fabric 

30 

1 

- 

Total 

77 

RA.G  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1931. 


The  above-mentioned  Act  repealed  the  Rag  Flock  Acts,  I9II 
and  1928,  and  is  administered  by  the  Borough  Council  as  the  Local 
Authority. 


The  premises  of  one  upholstering  and  bedding  firm  are 
registered  under  the  Act. 

No  samples  of  filling  materials,  used  in  the  making  of 
upholstery  and  bedding,  v/ere  submitted  during  the  year  to  a 
Prescribed  Analyst  appointed  under  the  Act. 
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SMOKE  abatement. 

During  the  year  there  v/as  no  cause  for  taking  legal 
proceedings  under  the  provisions  of  the  Byelaw  made  by  the  Council 
in  accordance  with  Section  2 of  the  Public  Health  (Smoke  Abatement) 
Act,  1926.  


SWIMMING  BATHS.  ■ 

The  open-air  swimming  baths  situated  at  Treherbert, 
Ystrad,  Forth  and  Ferndale  are  administered  by  the  Borough 
Surveyor's  Department  of  the  Council,  each  bath  being  under  the 
control  of  a suitably  qualified  superintendent.  These  baths  are 
invariably  fully  patronised  during  the  summer  bathing  season  and 
the  water  is  subjected  to  constant  filtration  and  chlorination, 
the  efficiency  of  the  chlorination  being  regularly  checked  by 
means  of  colourimetric  tests.  Samples  of  water  from  these  baths 
were  also  submitted,  during  the  summer,  for  chemical  and  bacteri- 
ological examinations  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  and  were 
reported  upon  as  being  satisfactory. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS.  . 

The  disinfestation  of  houses  harbouring  bed  bugs  or 
other  insects  was  undertaken  under  the  supervision  of  the  District 
Public  Health  Inspectors,  and  12  houses  were  treated  in  the  dis- 
trict during  year,  three  being  Council  houses.  The  methods  adopted 
included  the  use  of  D.D.T.  Powder,  spraying  with  zaldecide  fluid 
containing  D.D.T. , together  with  the  stripping  of  walls,  removal  of 
skirting  boards,  etc.,  and  the  fumigation  of  rooms  with  formaldehyde 
vapour  when  considered  necessary. 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION. 

During  the  fifteen  months  ended  J>lst  M^ch,  1957 » three 
whole-time  rodent  operators  were  employed  in  carrying  out  investi- 
gations into  the  prevalence  of  rodent  infestation  and  the  necessary 
treatment  of  such  infestations  in  premises  in  the  district,  and  a 
similar  number  of  operators  were  employed  whole-time  on  the  inspec- 
tion and  treatment  of  the  sewers  in  the  district,  the  whole  staff 
of  operators  being  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  out-door 
rodent  control  superintendent. 

Table  KV)  gives  information  on  the  lines  required  by 
the  Infestation  Control  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  in  respect  of  the  prevalence  of  rats  and  mice, 
and  the  measure  of  control  carried  out  by  the  rodent  control  staff 
of  the  local  authority  during  the  fifteen  months  ended  31st  March, 

1957. 
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TABLE  XVI , 

PREVENTION  OF  DANIAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 


I TYPE  OF-  PROPERTY 

Non-Agri cult ural 

Local 

Auth- 

ority 

Dwelling 
Houses . 

All  other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

Agri- 

cultural 

Total 

Total  number  of  properties  in 
Local  Authority’s  District 

134 

28,687 

4,398  "■ 

30 

33,249 

II.  Number  of  properties 

inspected  as  a result  of: 

(a)  Notification  ... 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

( c)  Otherwise  ...  ... 

30 

1,102 

493 

17 

199 

3 

13 

1,331 

306 

22 

III.  Total  inspections  carried  out 
including  re-inspections  1 

1 

36 

1,773 

233 

13 

2,077 

1 

IV.  Number  of  properties  in-  I 

spected  (in  Sec.  II.)  which  i 
were  found  to  be  infested  by:? 

! 

f \ . ( Major  . . . ! 

(a)  Eats  ( Minor  ...  1 

3 

22 

356 

118 

. : ^ 

3 

696 

(b)  Mice 

C Minor  . . . ! 

1 

1 

5 

333 

64 

, 

624 

V.  Number  of  infested  properties.! 
(in  Section  IV.)  treated  by' 
the  Local  Authority  . . ."  j 

30 

1,111 

182 

■ 

1,323 

VI.  Total  treatments  carried  out  j 
including  rp-treatments  • • • i 

' f 

1 

1 

36 

1,274 

231 

1,341 

i 

VII.  Number  of  notices  served  I 

under  Section  4 of  the:  Act:  | 

! 

(a)  Treatment  ...  i 

(b)  Structural  Vifork  i 

(i.e.  Proofing)  ...  t 

i 

i 

1 

~ 1 

( 

- 1 

I 

! 

••  1 

1 

I 

1 

i 

- 

- 

F 

VIII.  Number  of  cases,  in.  which  ! 

default  action  v/as  taken  I 

following  the  issue  of  a • j 
notice  under  Section. -4._of  } 

the  Act . ...  1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

j 

t 

1 

! 

1 

IX.  Legal  Proceedings  ...  ...  | 

i 

_ ! 

j 

i 

1 

j 

1 

- 1 

X.  Number  of  "Block”  control 

schemes  carried  out  ... 

1 

j 

3! 

! 

1 ; 

^ 1 

1 

6 

30 


The  thirty  properties  shown  as  Local  Authority's  property 
in  the . ahove— table— (it eiii  V.)  include  3 refuse  tips. 

There  are  no  large  warehouses  or  wharfage  in  the  area  to 
create  any  special  circumstances  for  the  undue  presence  of  rats  and 
mice . 

“ ■ There  was  no  occasion  during  the  fifteen  months  ended 
31st  March,  1957,  for  disinfestation  work  to  be  carried  out  in 
conjunction  with  rodent  operators  of  adjoining  districts. 

In  the  same  period  25^062  token  baits,  8,785  poison  baits 
and  3,773  post  baits  were  laid,  and  6 traps  were  set. 

Table  XVII  gives  details  of  sewers  treated. 

TABLE  XVII. 


SEWERS 


Ward 

.Number  of 
'man- holes 

Pre-bait  takes 

Poison 
baits  laid 

treated 

Complete 

Partial 

No  Take 

1 

1,142 

110 

110 

1,032 

110 

2 

958 

104 

92 

860 

98 

3 

1,009 

123 

186 

864 

145 

k 

889 

96 

144 

769 

120  ’ 

5 

553 

57 

49 

500 

53 

6 

947 

82 

92 

860 

87 

7 

559 

60 

56 

501 

58 

8 

820 

91 

57 

748  ' 

72 

9 

620 

1 74 

.68 

549 

71 

10 

372 

I 64 

58 

311 

1 

11 

1,001 

1 218 

1 

212 

792 

215 

Totals 

1 8,870 

i 1,079 
! 

} 

7,786 

1,090 

PUBLIC  MORTUARIES. 


Two  public  mortuaries,  situated  in  the  cemetery  grounds 
Trealaw,  and  at  Oakland  Terrace,  Ferndale,  have  been  erected  and 
maintained  by  the  Council  and  were  utilised  during  the  year  for  the 
reception  of  13  and  10  bodies,  respectively. 

Facilities  are  available  in  each  of  these  mortuaries  for 
carrying  out  post-mortem  exam.inations . Only  one  such  examination 
was  held  during  the  year,  this  being  carried  out  at  the  Ferndale 
mortuary , 

DEALERS  IN  OLD  METAL  AI'JD  MARINE  STORE  DEALERS. 

Section  86  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  190?, 
is  by  Order  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  and  came  into  force  in 
this  District  at  the  end  of  1952.  The  Section  relates  to  the  regis- 
tration by  the  Council  of  persons  carrying  on  the  businesses  of 
Dealers  in  Old  Metal  and  Marine  Store  Dealers. 

During  the  year,  five  such  registrations  were  made  - three 
for  Dealers  in  Old  Metal  and  two  for  Dealers  in  Old  Metal  and  Marine 
Stores. 

At  the  end  of  1956,  there  were  sixteen  persons  registered 
as  carrying  on  the  businesses  of  Dealers  in  Old  Metal  and  nine  persons 
as  Old  Metal  and  Marine  Store  Dealers. 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

The  appended  summary  gives  details  of  the  cases  in  which  the 
Department’s  activities  led  to  proceedings  at  the  Local  Courts  of  Justice 
in  the  course  of  the  year. 

TABLE  XVIII. 


No. 

of 

Cases . 

Amount 
of  Fines 
and  Fees. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

£. 

s , 

d. 

Non-compliance  with  Abatement  Notices  - 

Work  ddrle  after  proceedings  commenced 

73 

10 

3 

0 

Withdrawn  after  Nuisance  Order  obtained 

10 

8 

k 

0 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 « 

Milk  contained  added  water,  7 per  cent. 

2 

26 

13 

0 

Food  not  of  substance  demanded  - 

(a)  Cream  slices  contained  extraneous 
matter  

3 

53 

8 

0 

(b)  Cake  contained  portions  of  glass 

1 

10 

5 

0 

32 


Information  relating  to  proceedings  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  is  as  follows; - 

TABLE  XIX. 


CASES  OUTSTANDING  1955:  - ^ 

Nuisance  Orders  13-  Other  Cases  15.  Total 

Cases  commenced  1956  •••  ••• 

Work  done  after  proceedings  commenced 
Withdrawn,  action  taken  under  Housing  Act,  1936 
Withdrawn,  change  of  ownership 


28 


21 

105 

73 


1 


1 


(Standing  adjourned  - 5i  adjourned  sine  die  - 1-6) 
(Nuisance  Orders  b/d  - 13?  obtained  - 9 = 22) 

Work  done  after  Nuisance  Order  •••  ••• 

Withdrawn,  change  of ^ownership  •••  ••• 


OUTSTANDING  END  OF  1956 
Nuisance  Orders 
Other  cases 


11 


8 


19 


HOUSING 


APPLICATIONS  FOR .THE  TENANCY  OF  COUNCIL  HOUSES, 


- Th^  aniiual  r.eview  of  ...applications  for  the  tenancy  of  Council 

houses  was  carried  out  at  the  -end  of  1956  and  the  following  data 
obtained. 

At'  the  time  :of  the  review  there  were  1,4^3  applicants  for 
the  tenancy  of  Council  houses.  These  are  distributed  throughout  the 
Borough  as  shown  in  Table  XX. 

1.  TABLE  XX. 


Ward. 

T ^ 

■Number  of 

Number  of  Applicants 

Applicants. 

in  each  Zone. 

1 

145 

2 

97 

Zone  I - 478 

5 

97 

k 

139 

5 

119 

6 

157 

Zone  II  - 471 

7 

195 

8 

150 

9 

119 

' Zone  III  - 494 

10  - 

- - 89  1 

136  1 

All  Wards  | 

j 

1,443 

I 


In  connection  with  the  Zonal  "need”  shown  by  these  figures, 
it  is  important  to  remember  that  the  available  building  sites  in 
Zone  II  are  now  almost  exhausted.  Consequently  many  of  the  appli- 
cants will  apparently  never  obtain  the  tenancy  of  a house  unless 
houses  become  available  from  neighbouring  Zones. 
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2.  Persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


At  the  time  of  the  review  the  number  of  applicants  who  make 
mention  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  shown  in  Table  XXI. 

TABLE  XXI . 


Points 

Assessment 

ZONE  I 

Pulmonary  T.B. 

ZONE  II 
Pulmonary  T.B. 

ZONE  III 
Pulmonary  T.B. 

Applic ' s 
Family . 

"Other" 

Family. 

Applic  * s 
Family . 

"Other" 
Family . 

Applic ’ s 
Family . 

"Other" 

-Family. 

0 - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20  - 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

30  - 

3 

- 

6 

- 

6 

, . -1 

40  - 

7 

2 

7 

1 

12 

50  - 

6 

2 

11 

1 

5 

1 

60  + 

6 

- 

5 

2 ' 

5 

- 

Total 

25 

29 

4 

29 

2 

"Other"  family  means  the  family  with  whom  applicant  is 
sharing  accommodation. 

It  will  be  seen  from  Table  XXI  that  83  applicants  give  a 
history  of  suffering  from  some  degree  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

, 3.  Points  allocation  in  relation  to  overcrowding. 

The  present  method  of  assessment  is  based  on  the  "bedroom" 
need  of  the  applicant  as  related  to  his  present  situation  in  that 
respect. 

During  the  review  of  the  applicants  an  investigation  was 
made  of  the  number  of  bedrooms  possessed  by  each  applicant  and  an 
extract  of  this  information  is  shown  in  Table  XXII. 


TABLE  XXII. 


No.  of  persons 

No 

, of  bedrooms  po 

ssessed 

by  applicant 

associat  ed-wi-th 

(1)  -I 

(2) 

(3)- 

(-4)- 

(5)  ■ 

-(6) 

application. 

0 

1 

2 , 

3 

4 

5 

1 

1 

8 

5 

3 

0 

0 

2 

23 

102 

34 

15 

3 

0 

3 

39 

{ 291 

76 

40 

5 

0 

4 

25 

226 

• 113 

40 

6 

0 

5 

8 

86 

41 

2 

0 

When  the  information  contained  in  column  (2)  is  related  to 
the  points  assessment  we  may  obtain  the  results  shown  in  Table  XXIII. 
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TABLE  XXIII. 


Points 

Allowance 

Applicants  possessing  one  bedroom 

No.  .of  persons 
associated  in  application 

3 

4 

5 

3 i 291 

226 

83 

It  will  be  seen  that  it  is  possible  for  families  of  3,  k 
and  5 persons  to  receive  the  same  points  allowance  for  overcrowding 
when  each  of  them  only  possesses  one  bedroom.  (This  conclusion  has 
been  based  on  the  assumption  that  in  respect  of  the  families  of  k 
persons  the  children  are  undor-lO  and  in  respect  of  the  5-person 
families  that  one  child  is  undor  1 year. ) 

Though  this  assumption  does  not  hold  good  in  every  instance, 
many  cases  of  this  nature  occur, and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
present  m.ethod  of  allocation  of  points  for  over crov/ding  does  not 
reflect  true  priority  need  in  this  respect. 

4.  Points  allocation  for  duration  of  waiting  -period.  - Points  are 
awarded  as  follov^s:-  • * 

1 year(s)  - 2 points 

2 ” - 2 + 2=4 

3 " ^4  + 4=8 

4 " - 8 + 8 = 16 

3 ” - l6  + 4 = 20 

6 " - 20  + 4 = 24 

7.  + •■  - 24  + 4 = 28 

The  present  distribution  of  applicants  by  "waiting  years" 
is  shown  in  Table  XZfIV. 

TABLE  XXIV. 


Years  of 
waiting. 

Whole 

Area. 

ZONE  I 

ZONE  II 

ZONE  III 

Points 

allowed 

for 

waiting 

0 - 

3.83 

91 

120 

172 

. ,A  0 

1 - 

220 

69 

68 

83 

2 

2 - 

134 

43 

66 

43 

4 

3 - 

176 

69 

36 

31 

8 

4 - 

94 

24 

34 

36 

16 

3 - 

74- 

■ 34 

27 

13 

20 

6 - 

^6 

21 

I 

12 

13 

24 

7 + 

296 

123  i 

88 

83 

28 

1,443  ; 

- 478  j 

471  ! 

494 

Table  XXV  shows  percentage  distribution  of  applicants  by 
waiting  years. 

TABLE  XXV. 


Years  of  j 

-waiting. 

■ — ’-r 

Nos.  of 
Applicants. 

Percentage 
waiting 
stated  time. 

0 - 

383 

27 

1 - 

220 

15 

2 - 

154 

11 

3 - 

176 

12 

k - 

94 

7 

5 - 

74 

5 

6 - 

46 

3 

7 + 

296 

21 

At  the  present  time  the  Points  scheme  allows  a maximum  of 
5 points  to  be  awarded  for  special  hardship  as  defined  below. 

Possible  examples  of  special  hardship  are: 

families  evicted  from  tied  houses, 
homes  destroyed  by  fire  or  flood, 
families  evicted  from  non—controlled 
dwellings  through  no  fault  of  their 
own . 


Members  will  be  aware  that  in  recent  months  it  has  become 
the  fashionable  practice  for  many  of  the  applicants  to  ask  for  the 
Housing  Committee  to  give  special  consideration  to  their  ^ases. 
Perhaps  it  would  now  be  advisable  to  set  down  a defined  group ^ 
circumstances  which  would  merit  any  individual  application  being 
given  such  special  consideration. 


In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  members  have  expressed  con 
cern  over  the  number  of  applicants  who  are  the  tenants  of  houses. 
The  present  position  in  this  pespect  is  shown  in  Table  XXVI. 

, table  XXVI . 


Points 

Assessment 

ZONE  I 

ZONE  II 

ZONE  III 

0 - 

28 

16 

50 

20  - 

21 

43 

37 

30  - 

40 

43 

41 

40  - 

26 

25 

27 

50  - 

16 

18 

12 

60  + 

■ 6 

8 

3 

Total 

137 

153 

1 170 

Of  the  applicants  shown  in  Table  XXVI  as 
of  a whole  house.  Table XXVEIshows  the  distribution  of 
been  awarded  the  maximum  points  allowance  under  unsatisfac  y 
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table  xxvit. 


Gross 

Points 

Assessment 

ZONE  I 

ZONE  "ll  '■ 

i 

ZONE  III 

' ; ' 0 ' • 

4 

8 

17 

j 20  - 

2 

2 

...  9 . . „ 

1 1 

i 30 

4 

2 

12 

40  - 

3 

5 

9 

50  - 

3 

2 

■6'  ■ • 

i 6o  + 

2 

0 

0 , 

1 Total 

20 

19 

33 

•,  ; Table  XXVIII  shows  the  numbers  and  gross  points  assessment 
of  all  applicants  who  have  been  awarded  full  points  for  the 
’unsatisfactory'  state  of  their  existing  living  conditions. 

TABLE  XXVIII. 


Points 

Assessment 

ZONE  I 

. ZONE  II 



ZONE  III 

20  - 

17 

56 

14 

30  - 

13  ' ' 

61  ’ 

18 

40  - 

16 

60 

13 

30  - 

18 

41 

6 

6o  + 

9 

41 

3 • 

Total 

75 

259 

34 
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Table  XXIX  shows  the  position  '^®Sarding  the  provision  of 
houses  by  the  council  since  19k5  (Information  provided  by  the  Housing 
Architect) . 


-table  xxrx.- 


■ -.y 

In,  course  of 
erection 

Completed  and 
occupied  since  1945 

131 

.12.30 

- ' - - 

Housels 

Flats 

Total 

Houses 

Flats 

Total 

Temporary  (Bungalows)  ... 

250 

* 

250 

‘ 

Permanent 

(1)  Traditional  ••• 

195 

18 

213 

810 

6 

8l6 

(2)  Non  Traditional 

(B.I.S.F.  and  New 
Traditional  houses) 

- 

- 

194 

- 

194 

29 

(3)  Conversions  . . . 

5 

5 

18 

11 

Requisitions  of' 

- ■ 

5 

5 

existing  properties 

, 

195 

23 

218 

. .. 

j 1,277 

17 

1,294 

in  addition  to  the  above,  5 properties  accommodating  ^ f^ly 
units  had  been  requisitioned  and  repaired, 

to  families  who  were  inadequately  housed.  At  the  end  . 

Trop^tirs  accommodating  ll  family  units  had 
during  the  year  5 properties  accommodating  5 fami  y 

Consequent  upon  inspections  carried  out  by  the  Public 
inspectors,  followed  by  y^-views  with  the  ow-rs^or^the  --17^^°^ 

CCfc™:Certre?CCC°«rrrCreCled:\hilst  38  houses  were  ^ 

CCCCCrerto  by  the  local  authority  in  default  of  t^  owners,  m^ng  a 
total  of  1,421  houses  dealt  with  during  the  year;  the  corresp 
nuLer  of  houses  similarly  dealt  with  in  the  previous  f 
AS  most  of  the  houses  in  the  district  havebeen  erected  for  a Period 
of  fifty  years  or  more,  their  maintenance  in_a  satisfactory  e^ate  oi 

fitness  for  human  habitation  has  caused  considerable  concern 

iitness  lor  auiuaii  na  made  on  house-owners  to  carry 

Authority.  Greater  pressure  has  had  to  be  maue  o notices  served 

out  repairs,  and  during  the  year  particulars  of  statu  ^ 

in  respect  of  430  houses  were  forwarded  to  the  Legal  Departm 

council  with  a view  of  instituting  legal  proceedings. 

During  the  year,  Demolition  Orders  were  issued  in  respect  of 
10  houses,  and  7 houses  wore  demolished,  and 

in  respect  of  underground  rooms  ih  seventeen  separat  ly  P 

tenements. 
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The  following  summary  gives  details  of  the  nuisances  and 
defects  remedied  in  the  course  of  the  year;- 


TABLE  XXX. 


SLOP  SINK 

a.  Slop  sinks  repaired  or  renewed  * . . ... 

b.  Waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  

c.  Slop  sinks  provided  ... 

WATER  CLOSET ’ 

a.  Provision  of  new  water  closet  ...  ... 

b.  Rebuild  water  closet  ...  ... 

c.  Walls,  roofs,  doors,  floors,  etc.,  repaired 

d.  Flushing  appliances  repaired  or  renewed  . . . 

e.  Flushing  appliances  provided  

f.  Pans  renewed  or  provided  

g.  Ventilation  provided  ...  ...  ...  ... 

h.  Water  supply  provided  ... 

i.  Water  service  pipes  repaired  ...  ... 

HOUSE 

a.  Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ... 

b.  Walls,  woodwork,  etc.,  repaired  ... 

c.  Dampness  abated  by  removal  of  earth 

' d.  Bedrooms  ventilated  ■ ...  ...  ... 

e.  Windows -made  openable  ...  ....  ... 

f . Window  area  increased  

g.  Phntry  or  food  safe  provided 

h.  Sufficient  light  in 'pantry  provided 

i.  Water ’ supply  pipes  and  fittings  repaired,  etc. 
..  Light  for  basement  stairs  provided 


10 

5 

10 

1 

2 

190 

213 

2 

129 

31 

109 

^33 

536 


2 


4.  DRAIN 
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a.  Lip  trap  removed  ...  ...  ... 

b.  Cement  well  around  gully  trap  ... 

c.  Grid  or  cover  to  gully  trap  ... 

d.  Renew  gully  trap  

e.  Ventilating  shaft  repaired  or  extended 

f.  Drain  ventilated  . . . ...  ... 

g.  Water  closet  drain  unblocked  ... 

h.  Slop  water  drain  unblocked  ...  ... 

i.  Water  closet  drain  repaired  ...  ... 

j.  Slop  water  drain  repaired  ...  ... 

k.  Water  closet  and  slopwater  drain  unblocked 

l.  Drainage  of  subsoil  made  good  ... 

m.  Inspection  chamber -provided  ...  ...  .. 

n.  Inspection  chamber  repaired  or  renewed 

5.  AREA  • ' 

a.  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .. 

b.  Repaired  and  extended  ...  ...  ...  .. 

c.  Steps  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  .. 

d.  Division  walls  repaired  or  renewed 

e.  Boundary  walls  repaired  or  renewed  .. 

f.  Retaining  walls  repaired  or  renewed 

g.  Back  lane  door  and  frame  repaired  or  renewed 

6.  Shoots  and  downpipes  repaired  or  fixed  anew 

7.  Dilapidated  structures  repaired  or  fixed  anew 

8.  Structures  obstructing  light/vent ilation  of  living  rooms 

removed/r ep aired 

9*  Dampness  abated  ... 

10.  Dirty  house  cleaned 

11.  Overcrowding 

12.  Animals  removed  ... 

13*  Fowls  removed  ' ... 

l4.  Bug  infestation  . . . 

15*  Manure:- 

(a)  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .. 

(b)  receptable  provided  

16.  Accumulation  of  refuse  removed 

17.  Coals  in  house  or  on  paving  removed 


3 
1 

4 

3 
2 

56 

8 

4 
2 
1 


. 1 

42 


.24 

,44 

.40 

16 

216 


1 

330 


1 


1 
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TABLE  XXXI. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS,  1956. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year;- 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ... 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli- 
dated Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ... 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  


(^)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service 
of  Formal.  Notices: - 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority,  or  their  Officers 


2,000 

2,000 


^3 

^3 


10 


1,773 


713 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  powers  during  the  Year:- 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  l6  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 

repairs  (Section  9)  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices : 

(a)  By  owners  

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  (Section  9)  1 


(b)  Proceedings  under  the  public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  1,512 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices: - 

(a)  By  owners 670 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 


(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  7 


(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:- 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under-  ' • 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ...  17 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  
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SECTION  IV 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


MILK. 


The  numbers  of  persons  carrying  on  businesses  concerned  with 
the  production  and  distribution  of  milk  in  the  district  during  1956 
were  as  follow; 


Dairy  Farmers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Purveyors  of  Milk  and  Milk-shop  keepers  ...  63 

Non-resident  purveyors  of  Milk  ...  ...  1 

The  estimated  quantity  of  milk  produced  by  the  13  dairy  farmers 
daily  amounted  to  120  gallons,  of  which  120  gallons  were  sold  wholesale 
to  pasteurising  establishments. 

The  estimated  quantity  of  liquid  milk  sold  daily  in  the  district 
during  the  year  amounted  to  5 >338  gallons,  equivalent  to  a daily  consump- 
tion of  0.39  pint  per  head  of  the  estimated  population;  the  corresponding 
consumption  per  head  in  the  previous  year  was  0.^9* 

There  were  6o  premises  in  the  area  directly  concerned  with  the 
distribution  of  milk,  and  the  number  of  visits  made  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  to  these  premises  during  the  year  amounted  to  3^1«  Nearly  all 
the  milk  distributed  in  the  district  was  supplied  in  bottles,  which  had 
been  filled  on  the  wholesalers’  premises  where  the  milk  had  been  pasteur- 
ised and,  consequently,  most  of  the  premises  occupied  by  the  distributors 
of  milk  were  only  used  for  the  temporary  storage  of  the  bottled  milk  during 
the  intervals  between  the  reception  of  the  milk  by  the  retailers  and  the 
retail  distribution  thereof  to  the  consumers'  houses. 

The  number  of  samples  of  milk  sold  as  "pasteurised"  submitted 
to  bacteriological  examination  during  the  year  was  24,  all  of  which  gave 
satisfactory  results  on  the  application  of  the  phosphatase  Test,  indi- 
cating that  the  milk  had  been  adequately  heat  treated.  The  Methylene 
Blue  Tests  were  all  reported  on  as  being  satisfactory. 

The  milk  which  had  been  treated  at  the  two  licensed  pasteurising 
establishments  in  the  district  was  also  regularly  sampled  and  133  samples 
of  treated  milk  of  ordinary  grade  and  49  samples  of  treated  milk  of  the 
"Tuberculin-Tested"  designation  v/ere  taken  during  the  year;  all  the 
"Tuberculin-Tested"  milk  samples  and  "ordinary"  milk  samples  gave  satis- 
factory results  on  the  application  of  the  Phosphatase  Test.  The  Methylene 
Blue  Tests  were  all  reported  on  as  being  satisfactory. 

During  the  year,  23  samples  of  untreated  milk  produced  on  farms 
in  the  district  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  and, 
in  three  instances,  bacilli  were  found  to  be  present;  the  remaining  20 


samples  gave  negative  results.  The  milk  from  the  affected  herds  had  been 
sold  in  bulk  to  a past eurising'-establishment  and  none  had  been  sold  by- 
retail  direct  to  consumers  for  some  time  so  that  it  was  not  necessary  to 
take  action  with  a view  to  prohibiting  the  sale  of  the  milk.  The 
Divisional  Veterinary  Of-ficer  o..f  the  Ministry  of  Ag^riculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food  was  informed  of  these  results  and  in  due  course  the  herd  was 
reported  to  be  free  of  tuberculosis  after  the  three  cows,  which  were 
apparently  affected,  had  been  slaughtered. 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations. 


During  the  year  the  appropriate  licences  were  issued  to  use 
special  designations  in  relation  to  milk,  as  follows 

TABLE  XXXIi; 


"Tuberculin  Tested  Milk"  Dealer 

"Pasteurised  Milk": 

Pasteurisers  ...  ... 
Dealers  ...  ...  ... 

Supplementary  Dealers 


2 

67 

3 


"Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (Pasteurised)": 

Dealers  ...  ...  .i.  ...  ...  ...  6^ 

Supplementary  Dealers  ...  ...  ...  3 

"Sterilised  Milk" 


Dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Supplementary  Dealers  ...  ...  ...  3 

ice-cpeamV  ‘ 

During  the  year,  the  public  Health  Inspectors  continued  to 
devote  considerable  attention  to  premises  wherein  ice-cream  was  manufac- 
tured, stored  or  sold,  in  order  to  secure  compliance  by  all  vendors  of 
ice-cream  with  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1933»  and  the 
Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations. 


At  the  end  of  the  year,  51  premises  had  been  registered  as 
suitable  for  the  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  and  316 
premises  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream;  in  the  latter  group  of 
premises  there  were  included  289  shops  where  ice-cream  in  the  pre-packed 
state,  as  delivered  by  wholesale  manufacturers,  was  stored  and  sold  by 
retail. 

Prior  to  registration,  all  the  premises  were  inspected  and 
inquiries  made  concerning  the  health  of  the  vendors,  particularly  in 
relation  to  the  history  of  enteric  or  intestinal  infections. 

During  the  year,  ^3  samples  of  ice-cream  sold  in  the  district 
were  submitted  for  examination  by  the . Methylene  Blue  Test  and  provisional 
grading;  42  or  97.7  per  cent,  were  reported  as  being  in  Grade  1 or  "satis 
factory'!,  and  1 or  2.3  per  cent,  was  in  Grade  2 or  "fair".  Amongst  74 
samples  taken  in  the  previous  year,  the  corresponding  percentages  classi- 
fied in  Grades  1 to  4 were  73.0,  5«4,  2.7  and  5*4  respectively. 


MEAT. 


45 


The  number  of  slaughterhouses  licensed  in  the  district  during  1956 
was  4,  but  nearly  all  the  slaughtering  was  carried  out  in  the  two  slaughter- 
houses situated  at  Llanfoist  Street,  Ton  pentre,  where  meat  inspection  was 
carried  out  by  one  public  health  inspector  who  has  had  special  experience  in 
this  work  and  who  was  provided  with  assistance  at  these  slaughterhouses, 
when  necessary,  and  also  at  the  slaughterhouse  at  Howard  Street,  Treorchy. 

The  quantities  of  meat  and  offal  surrendered  and  condemned  owing 
to  the  presence  of  diseased  conditions,  etc.,  were  5j658  lbs.  and  27j912  lbs 
respectively,  the  amounts  attributable  to  tuberculosis  being  l,94o  lbs.  and 
4,222  lbs.,  respectively. 

The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  results  of  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  carcases  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  district  during  the  year: 

TABLE  XXXIII. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned  during  the  year  1956. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

pigs 

Number  killed  ...  ... 

2,101 

268 

1,362 

l4,l86 

16,077 

Number  inspected  . . .• 

2,101 

268 

1,362 

I4,l86 

16,077 

All  diseases  EXCEPT 
Tuberculosis: - 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

8 

1 

13 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

1,101 

) 

218 

8- 

721 

1,191 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  Tub e f cu lb  si's 

52.78 

81.34 

'0.66 

5.17 

7.42 

Tuberculosis  ONLY:- 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

1 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

78 

23 

1 

337 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  ... 

3.71 

8.95 

■ 

0.07 

0.01 

2.10 

The  total  number  of  carcases  inspected  in  1956  was  33 j 994,  as 
compared  with  32,867  carcases  inspected  in  the  previous  year. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  percentages  of  animals  which 
were  affected  with  tuberculosis  amongst  those  slaughtered  in  the 
district  in  each  year  since  1945 • 


TABLE  XXXIV. 

Percentages  of  the  number  of  carcases  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

pigs. 

1945 

3.37 

9.94 

1.17 

10.73 

1946 

4.42 

9.38 

1.64 

15.72 

1947 

2.72 

10.38 

0.61 

4.89 

1948 

4.31 

12.28 

0.49 

4.21 

1949 

4.52 

8.41  ■ 

0.14 

5.15 

' ' 1950 

• :4.26 

11.42  ; 

0.27 

4.37 

1951 

3.47 

11.83 

0.13 

3.94 

1952 

3.42 

11.01 

0.10 

2.91 

1953 

3.05 

5.92 

- 

2.61 

1954 

3.39 

7.88 

- 

2.39 

1955 

4.32 

3.46 

- 

2.27 

1956 

3.71 

8.95 

0.07' 

■ 

2.10 

OTHER  FOODS. 

There  were  32  bakehouse's  in  the  district  which,  with  few 
exceptions,  were  of  a small  size.  There  were  no  underground  bake- 
houses as  defined  in  the  Factories  Act,  1937«  The  public  Health 
Inspectors  made .194  visits  to  bakehouses  during  the  year. 

A large  bacon-curing  and  "cooked  meats"  products  factory 
was  kept  under  regular  supervision  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
concerned. 
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UNSOUND  FOOD. 

The  principal  articles  of  food  condemned  during  the  course 
of  the  year,  apart  from  meat  in  slaughterhouses,  were  as  follows: - 


TABLE 

XXXV. 

" : FOOD 

i 

lbs. 

Tinned-  Vegetables 

3,469- 

Tinned  Fruit 

2,326- 

Tinned  Meat  ...  ' . . . 

2,166 , 

Tinned  Milk  

1,^98 

Sausage  

1 . . . 

354’ 

Vegetables 

; . . . 

310 

Tinned  Fish  ...  ... 

.... 

:273 

Cheese  ...  ... 

267 

Wet  Fish  ...  ... 

..... 

155 

Bacon  ...  ...  ... 

0 • • 

99 

Tinned  Sbups  ■ ... 

98  . 

Cooked  Ham  ...  ... 

63 

Dried  Fruit  ...  ... 

57 

Flour  ...  ...  ... 

■ 57 

(jjake  Mixture 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

The  examination  of  samples  of  food  or  drugs  taken  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  was  undertaken  during  the  year  by 
Mr.  D.  Evans  Jones,  M.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.,  at  the  Cardiff  and  County  public 
Health  Laboratory. 

The  total  number  of  samples  submitted  during  the  year  amounted 
to  5S0,  as  compared  with  a total  of  72k  samples  in  the  previous  year. 

Of  4 formal  samples  taken,  2 or  50.0  per  cent,  were  reported  to  be 
genuine  articles  of  food  or  drugs  and  of  576  informal  samples  571  or 
99.1  per  cent,  were  likewise  reported  to  be  genuine. 
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The  details  of  the  samples  taken  are  given  in  the  following 

summary ; - 


TABLE  XXXVI . 


Summary  of  Samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  during  1956 


Formal  Samples 

Informal  Samples 

Description 

No.  Sub- 
mitted 

Results 

No . Sub- 
mitted 

Results 

Genu- 

ine 

Not 

Genuine 

Genu- 

ine 

Not 

Genuine 

Milk  ...  

2 

- 

2 

348 

347 

1 

Cream  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

Ice-cream  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

22 

22 

- 

Butter  ...  ... 

1 

1 

- 

2 

2 

- 

Margarine  

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Ls.x'd.  •••  •••  ••• 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

- 

Cooking  Fat  

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

Shredded  Suet 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Desiccated  Coconut 

- 

- 

- 

6 

6 

- 

Rice  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

7 

7 

- 

Tapioca  

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

Sago  ...  ...  ... 

Cake,  Sponge  and 

5 

5 

Pudding  Mixture  . . . 

- 

- 

- 

34 

32 

2 

Blancmange  Powder  . . . 

- 

- 

- 

8 

8 

- 

Custard  Powder 

- 

- 

- 

4 

4 

- 

Dessert  Powder 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

Cornflour  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

7 

7 

- 

Self  Raising  Flour 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Golden  Raising  Powder 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

- 

Baking  Powder 

- 

- 

- 

4 

4 

- 

Trifle  Pack  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

Chocolate  Spread 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Vinegar  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

4 

4 

- 

Non-brewed  Condiment 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Mustard  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Curry  Powder 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Chutney  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

_ 

Pickling  Spice 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Mixed  Spice  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

White  Pepper 

- 

- 

6 

6 

- 

Gravy  Browning 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

Gravy  Powder 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Glazed  Cherries 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Currants  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

5 

5 

- 

Raisins  

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- ’ 

Dried  Mixed  Fruit  . . . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

3 u 1 i/ 3.  s • • • • • • 

1 

- 

3 

3 

Continued 
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Continued 


Formal  Samples 

Informal  Samples 

Description 

No. Sub- 
mitted 

Results 

No.  Sub- 
mitted 

Re 

suits 

Genu- 

ine 

Not 

Genuine 

Genu- 

ine 

Not 

Genuine 

Beef  Sausages 

1 

1 

- 

11 

11 

- 

Pork  Sausages 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

1 

Cheese  Spread  with  Ham 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Meat  Paste  

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Cheese  Spread 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

pie  Filling  

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

Parsley  and  Thyme 
Stuffing  ...  ... 

1 

1 

Stuffing  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

Fish  Paste  

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Canned  Salmon 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Dressed  Crab 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Honey  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

T 6 9.  •••  •••  ••• 

- 

- 

- 

7 

7 

- 

Coffee  and  Chicory 
Essence  ...  ... 

2 

2 

Soft  Drink  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

- 

Soft  Drink  Powder  ... 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

1 

Jelly  Products  ... 

- 

- 

- 

6 

' 6 

- 

Dried  Thyme  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Dried  Sage  

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Ground  Nutmeg 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- ■ 

Ground  Cinnamon  ... 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Caraway  Seeds  ... 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Vanilla  Flavouring 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Lemon  Flavouring  . . . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Blackcurrant  Syrup 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Lemon  Juice  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Pearl  Barley  . . . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

, 1 

- 

Lentils  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Split  Psss  • • • * • • 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

Sugar  Confectionery 

- 

- 

- 

5 

3 

- 

Stomach  Powder  ... 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Epsom  Salts  

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

- 

- 

- 

5 

3 

- 

Glycerine  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Liquid  Paraffin  • . . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Halibut  Liver  Oil 
Capsules  ...  ... 

1 

1 

Halibut  Liver  Oil  . . , 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Headache  Tablets  ... 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Salad  Cream  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Totals 

4 

2 

2 

576 

371 

— 

5 

50 


The  certificates  of  the  Public  Analyst  Msclbsed  that  five  of 
the  informal  samples  submitted  to  him  during  the  year  were  not  genuine, 
being  samples  of  milk,  cdocolate  spread,  sugar  sweetened  sponge  mixture, 
cake  mixture  and  pork  sausage,  re_presenting  0-9  per  cent,  of  the  total 
number  of  informal  samples  taken  during  the  year. 

' Two  formal  sample's  were  certified  as  not  genuine,  representing 
50  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  formal  samples  taken  during  the  year, 
the  two  samples  being  of  milk. 

The  following  table  contains  details  of  the  samples  reported 
on  by  the  Public  Analyst  as  not  genuine  and  the  action  taken  by  the 
Authority.  ; 

I 

TABLE  XXXVII. 


Serial 

No. 

Article 

— — — 1 

Nature  of  Adulteration 
or  Irregularity 

Action  taken  by  the  Authority 

(1)  INFORI'^IAL  SAMPLES. 

140  S 

Milk 

Deficient  in  fat,  twenty- 
two  (22) per  cent. 

Followed  up  by  further 

Informal  Sample,  certified 
as  genuine. 

211  S 

Chocolate 

Spread 

Surface  of  sample  covered 
with  growth  of  mould. 

j ! 

Remaining  stock  withdrawn 
from  sale  and  disposed  of 
as  refuse. 

3o8  s 

Sugar 
Sweet  ened 
Sponge 
Mixture 

1 

Sample  was|  in  a caked 
condition  with  a very 
low  available  carbon 
dioxide  content. 

Remaining  stock  (5  packets) 
disposed  of  as  refuse. 

590  S 

Cake 

Mixture 

The  fat  in  the  sample 
showed  evidence  of 
hydrolytic  rancidity. 

Disposed  of  as  refuse. 

432  s 

Pork 

Sausages 

Sample  deficient  in  meat 
content  of  less  than 
thirty-eight  (38)  per 
cent. 

Followed  up  by  Formal  Sample, 
certified  as  genuine. 

Continued 
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Continued 


Serial 

No. 

Article 

Nature  of  Adulteration 
or  Irregularity 

Action  taken  by  the  Authority 

(2)  FORMAL  SAMPLES 

S 2 

Milk 

Contained  added  water, ) 
seven  (7)  per  cent.  ) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

Same  Producer.  Legal  pro- 
ceedings against  producer 
for  selling  milk  to  the  Milk 
Marketing  Board,  which  was 
not  of  the  substance  demandet 
Fined  £10  in  each  case  and 
ordered  to  pay  £5.5s.Od 

s 3 

Milk  , 

Contained  added  water,) 
seven  (7)  per  cent.  ) 

Advocate's  Fee  and  £1.8s.0d 
Expenses. 

CLEAN  FOOD  CAMPAIGNS. 

In  accordance  with  the  request  contained  in  paragraph  7 of 
Circular  1/5^  (Wales)  relating  to  Annual  Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  for  195^»  the  following  information  is  submitted  in  relation  to 
the  Rhondda  Borough  Council: - 


(1) 


The  number  of  food  premises  by  type  of  business: 
Butchers  and  Meat  Purveyors  ...  ...  ... 

Confectioners,  Bread  and  Cake  Dealers 

Dairy  Produce  and  Milk. Shops *'1 

Fried  Fish  and  Potato  Shops  ...  

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  ...  ...  ... 

Grocers  and  Provision  Dealers  ...  ... 

Refreshment  Houses  and  Temperance  Bars  ... 
Restaurants  and  Cooked  Meat  Shops  ...  ... 

Sweet  Shops,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Bakehouses  


109 

99 

9 

51’ 

123 

217 

40 

11 

256 

32 
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(2)  Premises  registered  under  Section  l6  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1955j  and  as  dairies  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regula- 
tions, 1949:- 

Manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  ...  5I 

Storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  315 

Preparation  and  manufacture  of  sausages, 

potted  meat,  pickled  or  preserved  foods  ...  29 

Preparation  of  Fried  Fish  and  Potatoes  ...  ...  26 

D am  ries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

(3)  Number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises: - 

Ice-cream  vendors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  IO8 

‘ Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  3^1 

(4)  No  new  educational  activity,  such  as  the  inaugur ation--o f 
clean  food  guilds,  was  introduced  in  the  district  during  the 
year.  The  public  health  inspectors  have  attended  refresher 
courses  on  food  hygiene  and  food  infections,  and  during  their 
visits  to  and  inspections  of  food  premises  they  have  concen- 
trated on  the  individual  instruction  of  the  food  handlers  in 
these  premises  on  matters  relating  particularly  to  personal 
hygiene.  Posters  dealing  with  the  handling  of  food  have  also 
been  distributed  periodically  in  these  shops. 


(5)  In  regard  to  the  disposal  of  condemned  food,  the  tinned  foods 
have  been  dealt  with  by  incineration  in  the  refuse  destructor, 
whilst  cereal  or  starchy  products  such  as  sponge  mixtures, 
etc.,  infested  with  mites  have,  on  certain  occasions,  been 
disposed  of  to  local  pig-keepers.  Offel  and  condemned  meat 
have  been  removed  regularly  from  the  local  slaughterhouses  by 
a contractor  who  owns  premises,  situated  outside  the  district, 
where  the  materials  are  processed  and  converted  into  fertiliser 
et  c . 


(6)  No  special  examination  of  a stock  or  consignment  of  food  was 
carried  out  in  the  district  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  V 


NOTIFIED  INCIDENCE  OF 
CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  diseases  were  notified  as  having  occurred  during 

the  year:- 


Erysipelas  . « . ...  ...  ...  10 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  13^ 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ... 

Infective  Encephalitis  ...  ... 

Meningococcal  Infection  ...  ...  4 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  ...  ...  124 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia  ...  24 

Malaria  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Dysentery  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  l42 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  l40 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  l8 

Food  Poisoning  ...  ...  ...  l3 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  ...  95 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...  10 


Table  XXXVIII  shows  further  details  of  these  cases. 
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S E' e T I 0 N VI 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Table  XXXIX  shows  the  distribution  by  age— group  and  sex  of 
new  notifications  and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  1956, 

TABLE  XXXIX. 


RESPI 

RAT OR Y 

i 

i 'meninges 

1 

i 

and  C.N.S. 

OTHER. 

Males . 

Females . 

1 Males. 

i 

' Females. 

i Males, 

Females . 

Age 

1 

1 

Group 

No  . of 

No . of 

! 

No.  of 

No. of 

! 

No  .of 

No.  of 

I cases 

No . of 

cases 

No . of 

1 cases 

No . of 

cases 

No.  of 

cases 

No. of 

cases 

|no .of 

noti- 

deaths 

noti- 

deaths 

* noti- 

deaths 

noti- 

deaths 

noti- 

deaths 

hoti- 

j deaths 

fied. 

fied. 

fied . 

fied . 

fied. 

fied . 

0 - 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

— 

5 - 

5 

- 

3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

15  - 

12 

- 

9 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

25  - 

1^ 

5 

15 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

1 

k3  - 

2^ 

16 

7 

.2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

65  - 

— ■ 

3 

3 

1 

i 

1 

' j 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

All 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Ages 

1 

59 

2k  \ 

36 

! 

10 

1 

1 

- 

I 

1 

3 

, i 

1 

— 

6 

1 
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SECTION  VII 


MISCELLANEOUS 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

The  bacteriological  and  chemical  examination  of  materials 
such  as  throat  or  nasal  swabs,  stools,  water,  ice-cream,  milk  etc., 
submitted  by  the  Health  Department  were  undertaken  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Institute  of  Preventive  Medicine,  Cardiff,  and 
aLife  sLgh?’in  relating  to  the  collection  of  samples  dnrrng 
the  course  of  investigations  was  always  readily  obtained  from  e 
staff  at  the  Laboratory. 


HOSPITAL  FACILITIES. 


The  local  hospital  facilities  available  for  the  inhabitants 
of  the  district  are  administered  by  the  Pontypridd  and  Rhondda  Hospital 
Management  Committee  on  behalf  of  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

The  Committee  control  eleven  hospitals,  including  one  convalescent 
home,  with  a bed  complement  of  over  1,200  beds  with  a distribution  as 

shown  in  Table 


TABLE  XL. 


Llwynypia  Hospital 

and  Glyncornel 

190 

Porth  and  District 

Ho spit al 

• • • • • • 

110 

T-reherbert  Hospital  ••• 

0 • tr  • ••  • 

- 29  - 

Pentwyn  Hospital 

• • • • • • 

• • « • • • 

2k 

-Tyntyla  Isolation 

Hospital 

• • • • • 

118 

Penrhys  Small  Pox 

Hospital 

• • • • • • 

14 
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HEALTH  SERVICES  UNDER  PART  III 

OF  THE  NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT. 


The  Glamorgan  County  Council  as  the  Local  Health  Authority 
have  made  arrangements  for  the  provision  of  the  services  specified 
in  Part  III  of  the  above-mentioned  Act,  and,  with  the  exception  of 
the  ambulance  service,  the  day-to-day  administration  is  undertaken 
locally  at  the  offices  of  the  Health  Department  under  the  direction 
of  the  Rhondda  Divisional  Health  Committee.  This  Committee  consists 
of  l6  local  members  of  the  County  Council,  11  members  of  the  Borough 
Council  and  3 added  members  nominated  by  the  Divisional  Committee  and 
appointed  by  the  County  Council;  the  eleven  Members  of  the  Borough 
Council  on  this  Committee  are  also  members  of  the  Health  and  Housing 
Committees  of  the  Borough  Council,  so  that  a strong  link  between  the 
administration  of  the  environmental  and  personal  health  services 
provided  under  the  Public  Health,  Housing  and  National  Health  Service 
Acts  is  maintained  locally. 


NATIONAL  assistance  ACT,  19^8  - SECTION  , 


The  above  Section  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  19^8,  as 
amended  by  the  National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951,  provides 
for  the  removal  to  suitable  institutions  of  persons  who  are  considered 
to  be  in  need  of  care  and  attention.  No  action  was  taken  under  this 
Section  in  1956. 


DISINFECTION. 


The  arrangements  made  with  the  Pontypridd  and  Rhondda 
Hospital  Management  Committee  for  the  disinfection  of  infected 
articles  of  clothing,  etc.,  in  the  "Equifex"  steam  disinfector  at 
the  Tyntyla  Isolation  Hospital  continued  in  operation  during  1956. 

Rooms  were  fumigated,  when  necessary,  with  formaldehyde 
vapour  and  sprayed  with  zaldecide,  or  other  suitable  liquid  disin- 
fectant, under  the  supervision  of  the  district  public  health  inspec- 
tors. 
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TABLE  I 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  TOTAL  MALES  AND  FEMALES  BY  AGE-GROUP 
1921,  1931  and  1931- 


Age -Group 

MALES 

FEMALE 

s 

1921 

1931 

1951 

1921 

1931 

1931 

All  ages. 

83,316 

74,037 

34,391 

77,401 

67,309 

56,998 

0 - 

9,^73 

3,743 

4,789 

9,281 

3,699 

4,660 

3 - 

9,649 

7,363 

4,136 

9,401 

7,341 

4,111 

10  - 

9,301 

7,709 

4,133 

9,496 

7,632 

3,988 

15  - 

8,312 

7,361 

3,481 

7,733 

3,200 

3,987 

20  - 

6,991 

3,926 

3,434 

-.6,441 

3,009 

3,787 

23  - 

6,393 

3,323 

4,241 

6,198 

3,428 

4,377 

30  - 

6,169 

3,173 

3,732 

3',321 

3,133 

4,130 

33  - 

6,032 

3,033 

3,980 

3,097 

4,911 

3,961 

^0  - 

3,401 

4,748 

3,969 

4,386 

4,476 

4,036 

^3  - 

3,220 

4,693 

3,903 

3,937 

4,037 

3,995 

30  - 

4,223 

4,306 

3,441 

3, 266 

3,611* 

3,800 

33  - 

3,104 

3,892 

3,089 

2,284 

■ 

3,061 

3,332 

60  - 

2,040 

2,963 

2,632 

1,631 

2,336 

2,914 

63  - 

1,237 

1,980 

2,221 

1,153 

1,397 

2,332 

70  + 

1,147 

1,618 

3,190 

1,336 

1,793 

3,588 
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TABLE  II A 


TABLE  IIB 
(FEMALES) 


Tables  showing-  decrease  in  numbers  of  persons  born  in  certain 
quinquennial  year  groups  as  revealed  by  Census  of  1921,  1931  and  1931* 
(Males  and  Females  shov/n  separately). 

(Tables also  show  % decrease  over  population  at  1921  taken  as 


100) . 
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